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Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs), Woman Business Enterprises 
(WBEs) and all Other Business Enterprises (OBEs) Program 

Policy Statement 
 
Pursuant to Executive Directive No. 2001-26 of Mayor Richard Riordan and the provisions of Resolution 
No. 19765 of the Board of Airport Commissioners, it is the policy of Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) 
to provide Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs), Woman Business Enterprises (WBEs) and all Other 
Business Enterprises (OBEs) an equal opportunity to participate in the performance of all LAWA 
contracts. Current and prospective contractors, subcontractors, lessees, permittees, and concessionaires 
shall assist LAWA in implementing this policy by taking the necessary measures to ensure meaningful 
and equitable participation by MBE/WBE/OBEs and to encourage the development of existing and new 
MBE/WBE/OBEs. 
 
Los Angeles World Airports shall review and, where appropriate, establish levels of participation for all 
non-federally funded contracts, contract amendments and renewal option approvals with a value of 
$50,000 or more. LAWA also will establish annual goals in accordance with City of Los Angeles and 
applicable United States Department of Transportation requirements for MBE/WBE participants. LAWA 
will develop an aggressive outreach program, consistent with and complementary to Citywide outreach 
efforts. Additionally, LAWA's contract awarding procedure and regular compliance monitoring will be 
used to insure proper and full utilization of MBE/WBEs and achievement of contract goals. 
 
The objective of this policy is to achieve the participation of MBE/WBE/OBEs at levels comparable to 
their availability to provide goods and services to Los Angeles World Airports, with the ultimate goal of 
developing their status and expertise so that they may compete for future contracts on an equal basis. 

Outreach Requirements 
Los Angeles World Airports is committed to increasing the number of minority and woman-owned firms 
participating in Airport contracts. Bidders/proposers should strive to achieve the levels of participation set 
for each project and must also demonstrate that a good faith effort was made to secure MBE/WBE 
subcontractors sufficient to reach these levels. Firms may participate in LAWA contracts as prime 
contractors, members of a joint venture, subcontractors, or suppliers. 

Evaluating Good Faith Efforts 
It is incumbent on the bidder/proposer to submit appropriate documentation to demonstrate that a good 
faith effort was made to reach out to MBE/WBE/OBEs. The attached Instructions Regarding 
Demonstration of Good Faith Effort provide guidelines on such documentation, which must be submitted 
within three days of notification by the Department. It is important to understand that all 
bidders/proposers, regardless of whether or not they have met or exceeded the levels of participation 
and regardless of their own minority or gender status, will be evaluated on their good faith effort. 
Bidders/proposers determined to have not made a good faith effort will be considered non-responsive for 
purposes of this bid/proposal. 

Subcontractor Listing 
In addition to the good faith effort documentation, your bid/proposal must also include a completed 
MBE/WBE/DBE Participation Form outlining the portion of the work that will be performed by each listed 
MBE/WBE subcontractor. The form must include the name and address of the subcontractor, the 
percentage of the total contract the subcontractor will perform, and the dollar amount the percentage 
represents. A copy of the required form is included in this section. Please note that the Participation 
Form is signed under penalty of perjury.  Any change of subcontractor is subject to the substitution 
provisions outlined in this document. 
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Utilization Reporting Form 
An MBE/WBE/DBE Utilization Form for reporting the actual utilization of MBE/WBE firms is to be 
submitted monthly by each prime contractor. A copy of this form will be provided prior to the 
commencement of work. The progress payment and/or final payment may be withheld pending receipt of 
the Utilization Form.  Failure to submit the Utilization Form as required shall constitute a breach of 
contract. 

Substitutions of MBE/WBE Subcontractors  
Prime contractors shall notify LAWA's Procurement Services Division of the need for a substitution as 
soon as such need is determined, and shall not make the substitution until the Division has authorized 
the substitution. Should the substitution result in a lower level of MBE/WBE participation, the prime 
contractor will be required to document their good faith effort. 

Certification 
A firm that wants to be considered a Minority Business Enterprise or Woman Business Enterprise for this 
project must be certified under the Unified Certification Program no later than the due date of the 
bid/proposal.  If not currently certified, the company must submit all necessary documents including the 
Application for Certification (available at http://www.lawa.org/welcome_LAWA.aspx?id=620) to the City of 
Los Angeles Centralized Certification Administration.  
 
For additional clarification of the Minority and Woman-Owned Business Enterprise Program, please 
contact the Centralized Certification Administration at (213) 847-2684. 
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