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LAX Food Donation Policy requires businesses that sell or 
distribute food at LAX to implement a surplus edible food 

recovery strategy and report amount of food donated on an 
annual basis.
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Policy Goals

Reduce edible food waste disposal at LAX and 
repurpose unsold or unused, high-quality food to 
its highest and best use by donating it to those 
in need. 
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Why Reduce Edible Food Disposal?
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Who Does This Apply to?
All businesses that sell or distribute food at LAX, including:
• Concessionaires (coffee shops, gift shops)
• Airline lounges
• Sit-down restaurants
• Caterers/flight kitchens
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What Is Required?
• Adopt and implement a formal Business Operational 

Plan for Surplus Edible Food (BOPSEF) detailing how 
the company will avoid edible food disposal.

• Complete electronic Annual Reporting Form
• There is no minimum food donation requirement. The spirit 

of the Policy is not to encourage or create excess edible 
food. 
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What is an Operational Plan?
A formal document of policies and practices the business 
implements to avoid edible food disposal through waste 
prevention and/or edible food donation.

Practices can include partnering with a food donation charity 
or agency, right-sizing inventory, and donating excess food 
to employees. 

Template Operational Plan available at www.lawa.org/lawa-
environment/lax/lax-food-donation-program
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http://www.lawa.org/lawa-environment/lax/lax-food-donation-program
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Options to Reduce Edible Food Disposal
Prevent surplus edible food:
• Right-sizing Inventory/Menu Planning
• Repurpose Leftovers and Trimmings 
• Food Storage and Organization
• Training Staff

Donate surplus food to:
• Any established food donation program 
• LAX Harvest Food Donation Program

steve.dietz@foodtodonate.com
• USO 

jill@BobHopeUSO.org
• Employees
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Reporting Requirements
• Annual reporting is required regardless if food was 

donated or not by January 31st.

• Report annually:
• Upload Operational Plan
• Pounds of food donated (if applicable)
• Name of food donation agency (if applicable)
• Explanation if no food was donated
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Resources

• Operational Plan Template
• LAX Food Donation Reporting Form (due January 31st)
• List of Frequently Asked Questions
• Sample Food Donation Tracking Form
• LA County Public Health’s Guidelines for Safe Food Donation
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FAQs
Questions Answers
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Could I be held liable if someone gets 
sick from donated food?

Are there tax benefits to donating 
surplus food, if so, what are they?

The Good Samaritan Act is a federal law that provides a national 
standard of liability protection for both food donors and the 
nonprofit organizations accepting these donations. 
The California Good Samaritan Food Donation Act further 
expands the state’s liability protections for food donations.

Food donation is tax deductible. On average, a donor can 
recover 30-40% of the cost of donated food. Please consult 
a tax professional regarding your specific situation.

For more FAQs, visit
www.lawa.org/lawa-environment/lax/lax-food-donation-program

http://www.lawa.org/lawa-environment/lax/lax-food-donation-program


Reminder: 
Effective June 30, 2023, LAWA and all existing businesses 

operating at LAX and VNY, including concessionaires, 
restaurants, and airline lounges, shall not sell or distribute 

single-use plastic water bottles at LAX or VNY.
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Questions?
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Contact Us
sustainability@lawa.org
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